Clarification Regarding KLRMP VSA (visually sensitive area) and Scenic Area Interpretation Within the Headwaters Forest District

March 8, 2007

On November 10, 2006, licensees within the Kamloops TSA received direction regarding visual management within the Headwaters Forest District.  It essentially describes that to manage visuals within the Headwaters Forest District, a licensee is required to address both KLRMP and scenic area objectives.  This has caused some confusion in application.  Based on the legal direction, the Headwaters Forest District is providing clarification in the form of an interpretation of that direction.  

Terms used:

Visually Sensitive Are (VSA) – as defined by the KLRMP and the HLP order in effect

Scenic Area – a construct used in relation to FPC and FRPA

Interpretation

1.  Managing the scenic area, using FPPR 9.2, will meet the objective of the KLRMP for areas identified as visually sensitive area.

2.  Given that the KLRMP objective for areas outside of the visually sensitive area are to be managed to a level considered equivalent to a ‘modification VQO’,  it is appropriate to manage all ‘not-visually-sensitive’ (NVS) areas to a level equivalent to a modification VQO.  NVS areas are those areas that lie outside the scenic area, but may lie within or outside of the KLRMP VSA.
The accompanying map entitled VSA_ScenicArea_DHW.pdf shows the location and overlay of the KLRMP VSA and scenic area (as represented by the colour-filled areas).

The spatial file for the KLRMP VSA within the Headwaters Forest District (lrmp_vsa_DHW.zip) can be found at:  http://www.for.gov.bc.ca/ftp/DHW/external/!publish/KLRMP_VSA_DHW/
The spatial file for the scenic area (avqo_sir.zip) can be found at:

ftp://kamftp.env.gov.bc.ca/pub/outgoing/dist/sir_overview/arc_data/arcinfo_e00/    Use the Headwaters Forest District portion of this coverage, also known as the ‘1999 inventory’.

The spatial file for the scenic area within the Headwaters Forest District only (avqo_sir_dcl_only.zip) can be found at:

http://www.for.gov.bc.ca/ftp/DHW/external/!publish/Scenic_Area_DHW/
In order to implement FPPR 9.2, one has to determine the VSC (visual sensitivity class) from the 1999 inventory.    Refer to the ‘LSR’ (Landscape Sensitivity Rating) field in this file.  LSR is older inventory language for VSC.  The rollover relationship between these two is as follows:

	LSR
	VSC

	VH
	1

	H
	2

	M
	3

	L
	4

	VL
	5


One can then refer to FPPR 9.2 to determine the VQO options for these polygons.  The 1999 inventory only contains LSR values of H, M and L.
To address the KLRMP objectives in combination with the objectives derived using FPPR 9.2, refer to the following table:
Objective to meet both KLRMP and FPPR s. 9.2 objectives outside of TFL 18
	
	Scenic Area - 1999 Inventory – FPPR 9.2

	
	VSC = 1
	VSC = 2
	VSC = 3
	VSC = 4
	VSC = 5
	NVS

	VSA
	In
	P or R
	R or PR
	PR or M
	PR or M
	M or MM
	M

	
	Out
	P or R
	R or PR
	PR or M
	PR or M
	M
	M


This interpretation is applicable to TFL 18 with the additional effect of GAR s. 17, which establishes a visual quality class within a scenic area as an objective.  In this case, the ‘VQO’ field in the 1999 inventory represents the visual quality class and therefore identifies the VQO. (Need to confirm this statement – RV)
In all cases, management to the most sensitive VQO will not create a conflict with any others.
If there are any questions regarding this interpretation, please contact Ron Van der Zwan, Stewardship Officer, Headwaters Forest District.

